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QUICK FACTS

Lampropeltis triangulum (Say & Richards, 1840)
Colubridae - Kingsnakes & Milksnakes
Eastern, Pueblan (Campbell's), Sinaloan, Honduran, Black Milk Snake

Southeastern Canada through the U.S., Mexico, Central America, and into
northern South America

Forest edges, rocky hillsides, meadows, agricultural land; tropical forest in
southern subspecies

24"-36" for most common subspecies; up to 60"-72" for Honduran and Black Milk
Snake

Approximately 100-600 g depending on subspecies and sex
15-20 years with proper care; some individuals exceed 20 years
Beginner - one of the most forgiving colubrids for new keepers

Generally docile once settled; hatchlings may be defensive but tame with regular
handling

Non-venomous - constrictors; musking is a common defensive behavior

Least Concern - wide distribution; no formal IUCN listing for the species

SUBSPECIES NOTE: This guide covers general husbandry for commonly kept milk snakes. Tropical
subspecies (Honduran, Black Milk Snake) require 60-80% humidity compared to 40-60% for temperate
subspecies (Eastern, Pueblan, Sinaloan). Always research the specific subspecies you are keeping.
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NATURAL HISTORY

HOUSING

Hatchling / Juvenile 10-20 gallon or equivalent; approximately 24" x 12" x 10"
Sub-adult (1-2 years) 20-30 gallon; approximately 30" x 12" x 12"
Adult (most subspecies) 40 BR or equivalent; 36" x 18" x 12" minimum

Adult - large ssp. Honduran / Black Milk Snake: 48" x 24" x 16" minimum

KEEPER TIP: Avoid placing young snakes in oversized enclosures without sufficient hides. Too much open
space causes stress and leads to feeding refusal. Upsize the enclosure gradually as the snake grows.

grimserpents.com Page 2



GRIM SERPENTS | MILK SNAKE CARE GUIDE

Warm Side (ambient)
Cool Side (ambient)
Basking Spot

Night Drop

Black Milk Snake

CRITICAL

80-85 F (27-29 C)

72-76 F (22-24 C)

85-90 F (29-32 C) - optional for most subspecies

68-72 F (20-22 C) - a modest drop is natural and beneficial

74-76 F (23-24 C) throughout - this cool-climate subspecies is intolerant of high
heat

Never allow warm-side ambient to exceed 90 F - heat stress can be fatal

Temperate subspecies

Tropical subspecies

During shedding

Monitor with

40-60% RH (Eastern, Pueblan, Sinaloan, most commonly kept subspecies)

60-80% RH (Honduran, Black Milk Snake, and other Central/South American
Ssp.)

Increase by 10-15% above normal range; ensure humid hide is damp and
available

Digital probe hygrometer - place probe at mid-enclosure height
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FEEDING

Hatchling (0-3 months) One pinky mouse every 5-7 days
Juvenile (3-12 months) One appropriately sized mouse every 7-10 days
Sub-adult (1-2 years) One appropriately sized mouse every 10-14 days

Adult One adult mouse or small rat every 14 days; adjust based on body condition

WATER
HANDLING

grimserpents.com



GRIM SERPENTS | MILK SNAKE CARE GUIDE

grimserpents.com Page 6



GRIM SERPENTS | MILK SNAKE CARE GUIDE

SHEDDING (ECDYSIS)

HEALTH & COMMON ISSUES

Respiratory
Infection

Dysecdysis
(Stuck Shed)

Mouth Rot

(Stomatitis)

Internal Parasites

Scale Rot
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Wheezing, clicking sounds, mucus at the mouth or nostrils, mouth gaping, lethargy. Most
often triggered by sustained low temperatures or excessive humidity. Requires veterinary
care.

Tiny dark specks on the snake's skin or prolonged soaking in the water dish. Mites feed on
blood and cause serious stress. Treat with a reptile-safe mite product and deep-clean the
enclosure.

Patches of unshed skin or retained eye caps. Almost always caused by insufficient
humidity. Provide a supervised warm soak and a moist hide. Retained eye caps require
veterinary assistance.

White pus-like deposits inside the mouth; swelling; reluctance to eat. Often caused by a
dirty enclosure or physical injury. Requires antibiotic treatment from a reptile veterinarian.

Weight loss, regurgitation, loose stools, lethargy. An annual fecal exam is strongly
recommended, especially for newly acquired animals or rescues.

Red, blistered, or infected ventral scales caused by substrate that is too wet and/or dirty.
Reduce moisture, deep-clean the enclosure, and consult a vet for moderate to severe
cases.
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QUARANTINE: Any new milk snake should be isolated for a minimum of 60-90 days before being placed near

other reptiles. Schedule a fecal exam with a reptile veterinarian during this period.
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BREEDING

Pre-brumation

Cooling period

Temperature
Light cycle
Water

Emerging

Feed heavily for 4-6 weeks; stop feeding 2 weeks before cooling to allow the gut
to clear

8-12 weeks; typically November through February

Gradually reduce to 58-65 F (15-18 C) over 1-2 weeks; remove supplemental
heat

Reduce to 8-10 hours light per day to mirror natural winter photoperiod
Fresh water must remain available throughout - snakes will drink but not eat

Gradually warm back to normal temperatures over 2-3 weeks; resume feeding

SOURCES & ATTRIBUTION

This guide was compiled using commonly accepted husbandry practices from experienced keepers and industry-standard

reptile care resources.

grimserpents.com Page 9



